


  7:00 a.m. – 8:30 a.m.

8:30 a.m. – 9:00 a.m. 
   

9:10 a.m. – 10:10 a.m.

10:20 a.m. – 11:20 a.m.

11:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.

12:30 p.m. – 1:15 p.m.

1:15 p.m. – 1:30 p.m. 

1:30 p.m. – 1:40 p.m.

1:40 p.m. – 2:40 p.m.

2:40 p.m. – 3:15 p.m.

Welcome

Session I 

Session II 
 
Session III

Lunch

2019 District School Counselor of the Year Awards 

Remarks 
Judy D. White, Ed.D 
Riverside County Superintendent of Schools

Keynote Address 
Michael McGill Jr.

Closing  
Meet and Greet with Michael McGill Jr.

Registration/Breakfast 
Vendor Table Networking 

SCHOOL COUNSELOR LEADERSHIP NETWORK  
January 22, 2019 | 7:00 a.m. – 3:15 p.m.

AGENDA

SCHOOL COUNSELOR
L E A D E R S H I P  N E T W O R K
R I V E R S I D E  C O U N T Y



M ichael McGill, Jr. is a lifelong student of healthy relationships & human development, and he’s an unrelenting optimist who believes 
that we can be great individually, but we can be unshakably extraordinary when we join and commune in healthy relationships with 
other people. Michael is an accomplished empowerment / self-improvement speaker & storyteller who has spoken to many
organizations, including the U.S. Army, Sprint, Georgetown University, Boys & Girls Clubs of America, and a host of government 
agencies, school districts, corporate entities, universities, educational and social service organizations. In addition, McGill is a best-
selling author, award-winning educator, behavior interrupter, and T.V personality who has been featured on Dr. Phil , CNN, HLN, 
CBS, ABC, FOX, and NBC networks nationwide. McGill’s experience includes work as a mayoral-appointed city health commissioner 
for WIC, mental health professional, middle and high school English teacher, urban school mediation counselor and coordinator, 
appointed juvenile court adjudication administrator, and professional consultant. Through his educational and life experiences, 
Michael developed a robust passion for encouraging and empowering teens and families to overcomem obstacles and live healthy, 
wholehearted lives. Michael, himself, is an overcomer of a toxic childhood that left wounds which needed healing, so he knows how 
these deficiencies show up in our lives, our work, and within our family units.   
 

Of all Michael’s accolades, his mission is simple, yet complex: to call out 
the overcomer in young people & adults alike; he has a great zeal for 
building the capacity of leaders, educators, students, change makers, and 
culture shifters! In addition to youth & family development, McGill is a 
strong advocate for educational equity and social justice with the vision of 
lighting the world-one family at a time. 
 

SCHOOL COUNSELOR LEADERSHIP NETWORK 
JANUARY 22, 2019 | 1:30 p.m – 2:30 p.m.

BIO

SCHOOL COUNSELOR
L E A D E R S H I P  N E T W O R K
R I V E R S I D E  C O U N T Y



Session: 
Moving From At-Risk to At-Promise: Promoting 
Academic Success and Excellence in Middle 
School Boys 
 
Audience: 
Elementary and Middle School  

Speaker(s):
Dr. Natalie Gwyn Spencer, Assistant Professor
North Carolina A&T State University
 
Room:
Raincross A

Session: 
Selective College Admissions – How Tough 
Decisions are Made; A Case Study 
 
Audience: 
High School 

Speaker(s):
Ed Devine, Regional Director of Admissions
Lafayette College
 
Room:
Raincross B

School counselors often encounter students, in 
particular young boys, with a variety of behavioral 
and mental health concerns throughout a day. 
Instead of finding ways to reach young boys 
and diffuse behavioral and emotional outbursts, 
many are sent out of learning environments 
or suspended off campus. This presentation 
is designed to give school counselors tools to 
implement a small group focused on both skill 
development (psycho-social) and personal/social 
issues (counseling). Data from the group, Men on 
The Move, will be presented as well as implications 
for future practice.

This session will include a definition of selectivity 
and an opportunity to participate in an interactive 
mock admission committee.  Learn what 
discussions take place in the committees and 
where students stand out, and fall short in their 
applications. See how transcripts, test scores, 
activities resumes, recommendation letters and 
writing pieces are all used to assemble a class 
at colleges and universities that admit 50% or 
fewer of applications. Additionally, learn how 
demonstrated interest can impact an applicant’s 
decision. Session attendees will serve on a 
mock admission committee rendering admission 
decisions on candidates. The lessons learned in 
this session will help you to prepare any caliber 
student to best position themselves to apply to 
their reach schools. Experience a session that is a 
great exercise to conduct with your students and 
parents.    

SESSION I (9:10 a.m. –  10:10 a.m.)



Session: 
How to Balance Career and Academic Counseling 
in a “College-Going” School Culture 
 
Audience: 
High School 

Speaker(s):
Gil Compton, Director I
Riverside County Office of Education

Dr. Matthew Warren, School Counselor
Temecula Valley Unified School District

John Stine, Education Services Specialist
San Diego MEPS

Doug Keindl, ICAT Software Support
Department of People Analytics, OPA
 
Room:
Raincross C

Session: 
Using Data to Show the Impact of Tier 2 Small 
Group Interventions 
 
Audience: 
All Grade Levels 

Speaker(s):
Dr. Jacob Olsen, Assistant Professor
California State University of Long Beach
 
Room:
Raincross D

The National Student Clearinghouse database 
provides school counselors with the data to track 
students attending a post-secondary institution. 
But what happens to the other 30% to 40% of 
our high school graduates? Do they enter the 
workforce? Do they enter military service? Do they 
sleep on mom’s couch? No integrated database 
exists to answer these questions. In this session, 
you will learn how school counselors at high-
performing schools use the FREE ASVAB test 
and FREE Career Exploration Program to counsel 
students through the age-old question – “What do 
I want to be when I go up?” The session presenters 
will also share information about a groundbreaking 
college and career postsecondary tracking project 
taking place in Riverside County.

The goal of this session is for school counselors 
to learn practical strategies to collect, analyze 
and report data to show the impact of their Tier 2 
small group interventions. To provide a concrete 
example, data use will be explored in the context 
of Social Academic Instructional Groups (SAIGs), 
a promising Tier 2 small group intervention. After 
attending this session, participants will have 
resources to begin planning Social Academic 
Instructional Groups (SAIGs) implementation, and a 
framework for collecting, analyzing, and reporting 
data to show the impact of the intervention.



Session: 
How Leaders Can Empower Campus and District 
Staff to Support DREAMers 
 
Audience: 
All Grade Levels 

Speaker(s):
Josefina Trevino-Garcia, College Readiness 
Manager
 
William Solomon, College Success Manager
Houston Independent School District

 
Room:
Raincross E

Session: 
Learn, Collaborate, and Listen 
 
Audience: 
High School 

Speaker(s):
Sonia Ryan, Director of College Counseling
Saint Mary’s College High School
 
Room:
Raincross F

Session: 
Developing A Comprehensive Elementary School 
Counseling Program From Scratch 
 
Audience: 
Elementary School 

Speaker(s):
Crystal Brewer, School Counselor
Simpson Central School
Simpson County School District
 
Room:
Meeting Room 7/8

This session will provide leaders in education with a 
systematic approach to enhance the postsecondary 
success of DREAMers. By empowering personnel 
in Houston ISD, the district has been able to: 
create a dynamic website just for DREAMers, 
host districtwide summits, partner with local 
organizations to expand advocacy efforts, and 
more.

Participants will gain easy steps to partner with 
teachers, administrators and staff, in promoting 
a college counseling environment. Presentation 
includes information about proactive efforts to 
increase student’s accessibility to higher education, 
and to support the whole student as they navigate 
college admissions processes. Join me for a 
collaborative, networking session to learn simple 
techniques to use in your counseling offices.

Building a comprehensive ASCA National Model 
Program can be a daunting task for any school 
counselor. Learn how one K-8 school counselor set 
out to align her program with the ASCA National 
Model in spite of the many obstacles encountered. 
This session will focus on the importance of being 
intentional in regards to leadership, advocacy, and 
collaboration to drive systemic change in the face 
of challenges and also highlight the important 
role that administrators play in supporting school 
counseling professionals seeking to implement 
comprehensive elementary school counseling 
programs.



Session: 
College Match 
 
Audience: 
High School 

Speaker(s):
Terri Devine, Dean of College Counseling
Francis Parker School
 
Room:
Meeting Room 9/10

Session: 
Redlands Unified School District’s Academic Case 
Carrier and Elementary Counselor Programs to 
Support Foster and Homeless Youth 
 
Audience: 
All Grade Levels

Speaker(s):
Jon Best, Director, Student Services
 
Dr. Peter Lock, Coordinator, Foster Youth and 
Student Support Services and Foster/Homeless 
Liaison
 
Juanita Douglas-Watkins, Academic Case Carrier
 
Carolyn Cullen, School Counselor
Redlands Unified School District
 
Room:
Exhibit Hall C

Creating the college list with students can be 
daunting. With thousands of colleges to consider, 
how do counselors begin to determine which 
places will offer the best match for their students?  
This session will provide tools to help counselors 
create appropriate lists of “reach, possible, and 
likely” matches for their students, and will provide 
insight into how the list can impact financial aid 
and scholarships.

This presentation will provide information about 
how Redlands USD has approached the unique 
needs of our foster, homeless, and other “high-
potential” youth, and is broken into different 
sections of focus:
 
• Overview of our district’s LCAP philosophy, 
focusing on these two particular programs that we 
have created.
 
• Specifics as to how students are identified. 
 
• Different roles of the Academic Case Carriers 
and Elementary Counselors, as compared to site 
guidance counselors. 

• Data (and the importance of the role it plays) to 
support the effectiveness of this program over the 
last three years. 

• Perspectives of an Academic Case Carrier and an 
Elementary Counselor.  

• Time for questions that specific district personnel, 
site administrators and counselors may have.



Session: 
Cyberbullying 
 
Audience: 
All Grade Levels

Speaker(s):
Clark Morrow, Public Affairs Division
San Bernardino County Sheriff’s Department
 
Room:
Exhibit Hall D

Session: 
Using Social Justice Data to Improve Cultural 
Competency With Staff 
 
Audience: 
All Grade Levels

Speaker(s):
Dr. Natalie Gwyn Spencer, Assistant Professor
North Carolina A&T State University
 
Room:
Raincross A

Probably the hottest issue on school campuses 
today is the topic of cyberbullying. Startling 
numbers of young people are tormenting one 
another on social networking sites and across the 
Internet, and the scars being left on young psyches 
are deep and often ineradicable. This presentation 
looks closely at the problem of electronic bullying 
and provides tips on talking to kids about how they 
can tackle the crisis themselves. Bullying itself is 
defined and described, together with solid, eye-
opening facts on how predators target juveniles 
on the Internet. Video-filled, interactive and kid-
oriented, this is a presentation that may just help 
save young lives. 

Social justice has become a major focus in school 
counseling, however do you actually know how to 
become a social justice advocate? Social justice 
and advocacy go hand in hand. This session will 
provide an overview of social justice, advocacy, and 
how to effectively develop a comprehensive school 
counseling program. Data from previous research 
will be presented as well as implications for future 
practice.

SESSION II (10:20 a.m. – 11:20 a.m.)



Session: 
The Role of the Counselor in National College 
Athletic Association (NCAA) Initial Eligibility  
 
Audience: 
High School 

Speaker(s):
Amy Routt, Associate Director
National College Athletic Association (NCAA)
 
Room:
Raincross B

Session: 
Advising Undecided Students: Introducing Career 
Exploration in Their College Search 
 
Audience: 
High School 

Speaker(s):
Chuck Liddiard, Assistant Director
University of Delaware
 
Room:
Raincross C

Session: 
Just A.S.K.: Designing & Implementing Effective 
Pre/Post-Tests 
 
Audience: 
All Grade Levels

Speaker(s):
Monica Rodela, School Counselor
Lancaster Unified School District

Shelby Nance, School Counselor
San Jacinto Unified School District
 
Room:
Raincross D

This session is designed to equip school 
counselors with the information needed to 
support prospective NCAA student-athletes in 
their pursuit of the student-athlete experience. An 
NCAA staff member will be on hand to outline the 
requirements students must meet and also discuss 
the role of the high school in the process. Special 
attention will be given to criteria for review of core 
courses and online learning. Time will be left at 
the end to answer questions related to the NCAA 
Eligibility Center process.

What is the future of work? We will discuss the 
paths undecided students can pursue in the 
context of higher education. In doing so, we will 
analyze specific digital resources counselors can 
direct their students to use to help learn about 
their own self, research career paths and trends. 
Lastly, we will demonstrate how LinkedIn’s alumni 
tool can help undecided students build their own 
unique network—and how it can help benefit their 
college research.

In this session, participants will learn how to 
collect perception data (attitudes, skills, and 
knowledge) to track improvement and to assess 
the effectiveness of counseling curriculum in 
the academic, social/emotional, and college/
career domains. The session will also include 
best practices in developing different types of 
questions, creating tests using Google Forms and 
other online products, as well as how to avoid 
major pitfalls. 



Session: 
Alcanzar Sus Suenos: Elevating the Postsecondary 
Success of Your DREAMers 
 
Audience: 
All Grade Levels

Speaker(s):
Josefina Trevino-Garcia, College Readiness 
Manager 

William Solomon, College Success Manager
Houston Independent School District
 
Room:
Raincross E

Session: 
The Student-Centered College Process: 
Promoting Ownership, Balance, and Boundaries 
 
Audience: 
High School 

Speaker(s):
Sonia Ryan, Director of College Counseling
Saint Mary’s College High School
 
Room:
Raincross F

Session: 
Professional Advocacy 101  
 
Audience: 
All Grade Levels

Speaker(s):
Crystal Brewer, School Counselor
Simpson Central School
Simpson County School District
 
Room:
Meeting Room 7/8

At this session, participants will become 
empowered to deliver the highest-quality access 
and opportunity to every DREAMer in a school or 
district. Participants will also learn best practices for 
obtaining support from the various stakeholders on 
a team or campus, including: creating a dynamic 
website just for DREAMers, hosting districtwide 
summits, partnering with local organizations to 
expand advocacy efforts, and more.

When high school students report that school 
work is the primary cause of stress in their lives; 
students aren’t the only ones feeling the pressure. 
School counselors face ballooned caseloads and 
expectations. This session will examine the context 
in which school counselors support students both 
in their emotional well-being, and their preparation 
for life. Participants will leave with suggestions 
that maximize partnerships, empowerment, and 
education. Special attention will be given to 
identifying different approaches and maximizing 
your work day.

School counselors are passionate advocates 
on behalf of their students, but many school 
counselors struggle to advocate for themselves and 
their vital role within the school setting. Learn why 
embracing professional advocacy is an important 
part of a comprehensive school counseling 
program and leave this session with practical tips 
and ideas on how you can begin to advocate for 
yourself and the profession of school counseling at 
various levels.



Session: 
School Profiles 
 
Audience: 
High School

Speaker(s):
Terri Devine, Dean of College Counseling
Francis Parker School
 
Room:
Meeting Room 9/10

Session: 
California Longitudinal Pupil Achievement Data 
System (CALPADS) and School Counselors: 
Ensuring Your School and District Data Reflects 
Your School Counseling Program Efforts 
 
Audience: 
High School 

Speaker(s):
Catalina Cifuentes, Executive Director
Riverside County Office of Education 

Kerry Bobbitt, Student Information Systems 
Coordinator
Perris Union High School District
 
Room:
Exhibit Hall C

Session: 
Data, Data, Data! Making Data Informed 
Decisions Using Technology Tools
 
Audience: 
All Grade Levels

Speaker(s):
Nicohl Webb, School Counselor
Pate’s Creek Elementary School
Henry County School District
 
Room:
Exhibit Hall D

The school profile provides a clear roadmap for 
colleges to get to know a high school and review 
a student’s transcript. The information provided 
in the profile can significantly impact admission 
decisions and it is imperative that schools provide 
accurate and up-to-date information. The session 
will provide examples of profiles that are helpful 
and resources for helping to build and update the 
profile for your school. 

CALPADS is the California’s longitudinal data 
system used to maintain individual-level data 
including student demographics, course data, 
discipline, assessments, staff assignments, and 
other data for state and federal reporting. From 
UC/CSU A-G completers to middle school dropout 
rates school counselors must ensure their school 
level data that is reported to the state for their 
dashboard and LCAP plans is accurate. This session 
will provide you an overview of our CALPADS 
state system, common reporting errors, and best 
practices including site and district level roles and 
responsibilities. 

Are you getting questions about the effectiveness 
of your school counseling program? Whether you 
are analyzing process and/or perception data, 
utilizing technology tools can be a great asset to 
any school counselor. If you are looking for tools 
that help you engage students, clarify your role, 
improve your services offered to students, and 
track their individual achievement, you’re in luck! 
If you can’t wait to be presented with tools to help 
you work more efficiently and provide you with 
immediate data, then join this session and get 
ready to make data-informed decisions about your 
school counseling program!



SESSION III (11:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.)

Session: 
A Multi-Tiered Multiple Domain System of 
Support (MTMDSS): A High School’s Approach to 
Serving ALL Students! 
 
Audience: 
High School 

Speaker(s):
Erika Gardner, Site Lead School Counselor

Justin Carmona, School Counselor
 
Kristina Gurganus, School Counselor
 
San Jacinto High School
San Jacinto Unified School District
 
Room:
Raincross A

Session: 
The National College Athletic Association (NCAA) 
Eligibility Center High School Portal 
 
Audience: 
High School 

Speaker(s):
Amy Routt, Associate Director
National College Athletic Association (NCAA)
 
Room:
Raincross B

During this workshop, San Jacinto High School 
counselors will share how they implement all three 
domains of their comprehensive school counseling 
program. You will hear about tier one, tier two 
and tier three services that school counselors 
provide to support ALL students. Additionally, you 
will hear how they use data to drive department 
goals to ensure students achieve not only 
postsecondary success but also social/emotional 
growth. The focus will be on the secondary level 
implementation and what that looks like in action! 
Leave with a plan and ideas to bring to your site 
and district to help benefit and provide equity for 
ALL students.

Administrators and school counselors play an 
integral role in the initial-eligibility certification 
process for your college-bound student-athletes, 
which means the relationship between your high 
school and the Eligibility Center is very important. 
This session will provide an overview of the 
eligibility center portal, how to run reports on your 
student athletes that have registered, and review 
the process for course approval (Online, Special 
Education, English learner courses) as well as 
recommended timelines. 



Session: 
Building Partnerships With College Admission 
Offices:  Tips, Tricks, Techniques! 
 

Audience: 
High School 

Speaker(s):
Gary K Bednorz, Student Recruitment Specialist
University of New Mexico 

Chris O’Sullivan, Student Recruitment Specialist
George Mason University 

Michelle Hylton, Student Recruitment Specialist
Southern Utah University 

Chuck Liddiard, Assistant Director
University of Delaware

RACC College Admission Counselors
 

Room:
Raincross C

Session: 
Traditional Methods in Non-Traditional Settings: 
Implementing Core Curriculum in Alternative 
Schools 
 
Audience: 
High School 

Speaker(s):
Monica Rodela, School Counselor
Lancaster Unified School District
 
Room:
Raincross D

Every college has an admission office with willing 
to help staff. Forging the perfect partnership is 
part art mixed with some science. This workshop 
explores proven techniques to help high school 
counselors learn about a campus, admissions, 
majors, scholarship. We will cover what we can do 
for you and how you can assist us … WE all want 
the college search and getting students admitted 
to be less stress & more SUCCESS!

Implementing relevant and engaging core 
curriculum lessons is challenging for school 
counselors. Striving to meet the unique needs 
of students identified as “at-risk” is even more 
demanding. In this session, participants will 
learn about the strategies used to create a core 
curriculum for students in an alternative school, 
how it has supported student development in 
all domains, and how it helped to transform a 
reactionary school counseling program into a 
proactive and data-driven program.

Session: 
How Middle School Counselors Can Impact 
School Climate Data 
 
Audience: 
Middle School 

Speaker(s):
Jared Goldman, School Counselor
Desert Sands Unified School District
 
Room:
Raincross E

School culture and climate indicators are vital 
to ensure middle school students feel safe and 
connected at school. This session will focus on 
how to use existing school climate data to identify 
student perceptions. Participants will then learn 
about and engage in a series of practical school-
wide and classroom-based tools to positively 
impact LCAP priorities such as suspension rates 
and student engagement.



Session: 
Academic Preparation – Maximizing Student 
Success 
 
Audience: 
High School 

Speaker(s):
Dr. Craig Seal, Vice-President & Dean of 
Undergraduate Studies
California State University, San Bernardino

Faye Wong, EAP Coordinator
California State University, San Bernardino
 
Room:
Raincross F

Session: 
The Magical Process of a Comprehensive 
Elementary School Counseling Program 
 
Audience: 
Elementary School 

Speaker(s):
Jodi Spoon-Sadlon, School Counselor
Murrieta Valley Unified School District 

2018 Riverside County School Counselor  
of the Year
 
Room:
Meeting Room 7/8

This session is designed to provide an update 
on CSU Early Assessment Program (EAP), Early 
Start Program (ESP), College Preparation, the 
CSU Graduation Initiative, and CSUSB Quarter to 
Semester Conversion.

Do you want to know how to make your 
elementary school “magical?” Learn how to create 
an extraordinary comprehensive school counseling 
program that is results driven through utilizing your 
innate leadership skills, collaborating with others 
and advocating like a superhero! Be the counselor 
that is the change agent for your school climate. 
Only requirements...must be willing to be creative, 
energetic and silly.  



Session: 
Linking College, Culture, and Community for 
Native American Student Success 
 
Audience: 
All Grade Levels

Speaker(s):
Carmen Lopez, EdM (Navajo), Executive Director
College Horizons and Graduate Horizons
 
Room:
Meeting Room 9/10

Session: 
School Counseling Program Profiles—An 
Advocacy Tool for Data 
 
Audience: 
Elementary and Middle School 

Speaker(s):
Sandra Keeley, School Counselor
Acacia Middle School
Hemet Unified School District
 
Room:
Exhibit Hall C

College Horizons, Inc. is a community based 
organization and provides pre-college (College 
Horizons) and pre-graduate programs (Graduate 
Horizons) to Native American and Native Hawaiian 
high school students across the nation, including a 
college retention initiative, The Scholars Program. 
College Horizons is currently piloting a new 
school-based culturally responsive college and 
career readiness initiative for 6th-12th students 
in partnership with a local New Mexico school 
district, 7 Tribal Education Departments and an 
Indigenous Leadership Institute. Over the past 
20 years, College Horizons has partnered with 
over 75 colleges/universities, has served 800 
admission counselors, high school counselors and 
Tribal educators and of the 2,900 students served, 
95% enroll in a four year degree program and 
85% complete college in six years. Learn about 
our comprehensive approach of working with 
indigenous students on their higher education 
pathway and the critical link between college, 
culture, and community.

In this session, participants will learn about school 
counseling program profiles—a tool which is used 
to inform  administrators, teachers and other 
key stakeholders about data collected by school 
counselors at the elementary and middle school 
level. From an advocacy perspective, this is a 
valuable resource to support SMART goals, action 
plans and interventions to drive your program! 



Session: 
Elementary Career Planning - It’s Never too Early!   
 
Audience: 
Elementary School 

Speaker(s):
Nicohl Webb, School Counselor
Pate’s Creek Elementary School
Henry County School District
 
Room:
Exhibit Hall D

Elementary school is a crucial time for developing 
career awareness and instilling a culture of self-
empowerment. As an elementary counselor, I 
love being able to expose my students to careers 
in new and different ways. This session will show 
you how to use Google Classroom, Skype and 
other tech tools in order to bring new and exciting 
careers to your students. This presentation will also 
show you how to take your elementary students on 
a college visit, rather in person or virtual. Join this 
session and walk away with tools and strategies in 
order to help your elementary students to Reach 
Higher.

All PowerPoint presentations and handouts presented can be reviewed and 
downloaded at www.rcec.us . All of the materials are free to access and 

download, you will just need to follow these simple directions:

STEP 1  
Visit www.rcec.us

STEP 2  
At the top left hand corner you will see  Already a member? Login or Become a Member Register 
Today! If you have an account you will log in but if you have never created an account you just need 
to follow the steps and your account is active instantly. 

STEP 3  
Once you are logged in you will see icons for each initiative in our county. You will see the SCLN 
logo and it says October 2018 session documents.  

STEP 4  
Under that tab we have broken up the sessions by audience level and you are free to download all 
the materials you need. 

SAVE-THE-DATES
September 23, 2019 
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